[Clones of Neisseria meningitidis strains in Mali].
The purpose of our study was to identify strains of Neisseria meningitidis isolated from 2005 to 2007 in Mali. We carried out a cross-sectional and descriptive study of 1573 meningitidis suspected case cerebrospinal fluid (CSF) samples before antibiotherapy. The identification of isolated germs was serogroup, serotype, subtype, sequence type, and clonal complexes. CSF samples were taken from children under 1 (30.1%), children between 1 and 4 (26.3%), and children between 5 and 14 years of age (25.7%). Neisseria meningitidis was identified in 144 out of 244 CSF positive samples. Streptococcus pneumoniae (73/244), and Haemophilus influenzae b (44/244) were also present. The most frequent Neisseria meningitidis serogroups were A, W135, and Y. Genotyping of the 33 live Neisseria meningitidis strains showed that three clonal complexes were present, especially serogroup A complex ST-5 with sequence type ST-7 and ST-2859, serogroup W135 complex ST-11 with sequence type ST-11, and serogroup Y complex ST-167 with sequence type ST-167 and ST-192. The introduction of tetravalent vaccine ACYW135 should be considered in Mali and West Africa.